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Arabian
Sea Bay

of
Bengal

rich volcanic soil
>4 inches of rain in July
>4 inches of rain in January

Monsoon -
seasonal reversal
of wind direction,
causing intense
rain in summer
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This is a 1909 map, 
a primary document
similar to the maps
used to draw borders
between India and
Pakistan at the time
of Partition, when 
British rule ended.  
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Railroads

Hindi, Punjabi, 
Urdu, and other 
Indo-European

Languages Bengali

Dravidian

Turkoman, Uzbek

Persian
(Iranian)

Sino-Tibetan
(related to Chinese)

Sinhala

Note: This map was made by
drawing lines around groups of places
where people speak similar languages.

Language  FamiliesDISPUTED
AREA

C H I N AI RAN

I N D I A
BANGLADESH

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

BURMA

TH
AILAN

D

NEPAL
BHUTAN

Lahore

Karachi Ahmedabad

Delhi

Dhaka

Yangon

Chennai

Hyderabad

Bangalore

Mumbai

Cities
> 5 million
1-5 million

Tropic of Cancer

400 miles
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