
©
2014 P G

ersm
ehl   Teachers m

ay copy for use in their classroom
s.   C

ontact pgersm
ehl@

gm
ail.com

  regarding perm
ission for any other use. 

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

10

20

30

40

50

North
America

S ibe r ia
Russia

North Africa

Western
Europe

Eastern
Europe

South
America

South
Asia

Southwest
Asia

Central
America

Caribbean

East Asia

Southeast
Asia

Oceania

Central
Asia

This map shows one way to divide the world into regions.
Definition: a region is a group of places that have something in common and are located close to each other. 

Other books or websites may choose to divide the earth into different groups of countries.

Likewise, Afghanistan could be put in Southwest Asia or Central Asia. Be aware of these possibilities when you read a book 
   that simply gives a name to an area like Southwest Asia without explaining what countries it is putting in that area.  

Some people put West, Central, South, and East Africa into a single region, which they call Subsaharan Africa 
   (Africa south of the Sahara).  It is not always easy to put individual countries into regions.  For example, look at Angola,    
   a large country in southwest Africa. It is possible to think of good reasons to put Angola in either Central Africa 
   or South Africa, depending on what things you consider in making your comparison.

For example, some books make a separate group of countries that they call Southern Europe or Mediterranean Europe.
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