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Imports to the United States
(Billions of dollars in 2015)

In 2015, people in the United States bought more than 2 trillion dollars worth of things from people in other countries.
How much is a trillion dollars?  It’s 1000 billion, or a million million.
   If someone gave you a hundred-dollar bill every second, 24 hours a day, 
   it would take more than 300 years to give you a trillion dollars.   

Make a map to show the major flows of imported goods.  
    1. Draw arrows from each country on the list.  
    2. Make the arrows wider if the amount of goods is more.  
    3. Experiment until you get arrows that clearly show the differences.  
    4. Make a key to show what the lines represent.  

What fraction of that total came from the top 3 countries?  1/4  1/2  3/4

Imports to the United States
Billions of dollars in 2015
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The population of the United States is about 320 million.  Roughly how much
    is 2.3 trillion per person in the country?   $1000    $7000    $20000

In 2015, people in the United States bought more than 2 trillion dollars worth of things from people in other countries.

Make a map to show the major flows of imported goods.

Imports to the United States
Billions of dollars in 2015

K E Y

China
Canada
Mexico
Japan
Germany
Korea

503
302
298
135
126
74

UK
France
India
Italy
Taiwan
Vietnam 

59
49
47
46
42
40

Imports to the United States
(Billions of dollars in 2015)

500
200
100
50

Taiwan

Italy

A trillion dollars is a thousand billion, or a million million.
Because the United States has about 300 million people,
that’s about $7000 for each person in the United States.

2. Use the map key as a guide to make the thickness of each arrow.
         If the amount imported from a certain country is between 
         the numbers on the key, make the arrow an in-between thickness.

1. Draw arrows to the United States from each country on the list.

3. You might have to experiment to draw arrows that do not overlap.
      For example, you might make some arrows curve a little on the way. 

G l o b a l   T r a d e   W o r k m a p


