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This map shows one way to divide the world into regions.
Definition: a region is a group of places that have something in common and are located close to each other. 

Other books or websites may choose to divide the earth into different groups of countries.

Likewise, Afghanistan could be put in Southwest Asia or Central Asia. Be aware of these possibilities when you read a book 
   that simply gives a name to an area like Southeast Asia without explaining what countries it is putting in that area.  

Activity 6J (about Regions in Africa) divides Subsaharan Africa into four regions - west, central, east, and south.
   It then takes a much closer look at the country of Angola. A table of data allows you to compare countries in order to see
   which group of countries are the most similar.  Unfortunately, it is reasonable to put Angola in either Central or South Africa,
   depending on what things you consider in making your comparison.

For example, some books make a separate groups of countries that they call Southern Europe or Mediterraneurope.
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

2. How do literacy gaps in African countries with Islamic majorities compare with most other African countries?

3. How does India (a Hindu-majority country) compare with the Muslim-majority Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

4. Map comparison discussion question.  What do Islamic countries with large literacy gaps have in common?                 

Country      Male
                Literacy

Afghanistan
Algeria
Bangladesh
Egypt
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Mali 
Morocco
Nigeria
Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
Turkey

43
81
62
82
96
89
86
43
76
72
69
91
98

1. Write the literacy gap (the difference between literacy rates for male and female adults)
         in the empty boxes that represent 13 major countries where Islam is the main religion.
                        You can use a map of female literacy to help make your calculation.  You can also use a map of average literacy.
                                Since about half the population is male, if male literacy is 8 percent above average, female must be 8 percent below. 

Circle:     higher      about the same      lower

Circle:     higher than both      in between      lower than both

2

18
20

20

0

0

4

2

8 0

10
3

3

0
0

0

0

0

0
more than 20
6 to 20
1 to 5 
0 or negative

M-F Literacy Gap
(percentage)

0

4

0

Source:  CIA World Factbook, cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
                      Percentage of people over age 15 who can read and write

3
-1

5

24

1

0

0

0

The literacy rate is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in a country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

2. How do literacy gaps in African countries with Islamic majorities compare 
         with most other African countries?

3. How does the literacy gap in India (a Hindu-majority country) compare 
         with the Muslim-majority Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

4. Discussion question.  What do Islamic countries with large literacy gaps have in common?                 

Afghanistan
Algeria
Bangladesh
Egypt
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Mali 
Morocco
Nigeria
Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
Turkey

43
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1. Write the literacy gap (the difference between literacy rates for male and female adults)
         in the empty boxes that represent 13 major countries where Islam is the main religion.

Circle:     higher      about the same      lower

Circle:     higher than both      in between      lower than both
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  Country      Male  Female

13
64
53
66
90
81
71
25
58
50
40
82
90

2

18
20

20

0

0

4

2
3

0
0

0

0

0

0
more than 20
6 to 20
1 to 5 
0 or negative

M-F Literacy Gap
(percentage)

4

0

Source:  CIA World Factbook, cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook
                      Percentage of people over age 15 who can read and write

-1

5

24

0

0

0

The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

2. In Africa, how do literacy gaps in countries with Islamic majorities compare with other countries?

3. How does India (a Hindu-majority country) compare with the Muslim-majority Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

4. Map comparison discussion question.  In general, what do the Islamic countries with large literacy gaps
       seem to have in common?                 

Country      Male
                Literacy

Afghanistan
Algeria
Bangladesh
Egypt
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Mali 
Morocco
Nigeria
Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
Turkey

43
81
62
82
96
89
86
43
76
72
69
91
98

1. Write the literacy gap (the difference between literacy rates for male and female adults)
         in the empty boxes that represent 13 major countries where Islam is the main religion.
         You will need to use a map of female or total adult literacy to make your calculation. 
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

1. Write the literacy gap (the difference between literacy rates for male and female adults)
         in the empty boxes on the map that represent countries in the western hemisphere. 

3. How does the literacy gap in the western hemisphere compare with the eastern hemisphere? 

2. What Western Hemisphere country has the largest literacy gap?   Circle:  Brazil    Colombia   Haiti   
       Why do you think the literacy gap is high there?                        Dominican Republic    Ecuador    Mexico
       

4. Map comparison discussion question.  Compare the literacy gap in countries that were colonies
        of Britain, France, the Netherlands, and Spain. What valid generalizations are you able to make
        about the effect of colonialism?            
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  Country      Male  Female
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

1. Which continent has the smallest gap between male and female literacy rates?  Circle:  Africa    Europe    South America 
2. Which two regions have countries with the largest literacy gap?  Circle:  South Asia    Southeast Asia    Subsaharan Africa
3. What Western Hemisphere country has the largest literacy gap?   Circle:  Colombia   Dominican Republic   Haiti   Mexico  Peru
       Why do you think the literacy gap is high there?

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the ten countries on this map that have the largest literacy gap. 
       What (if anything) do these countries have in common?  Be ready to discuss the importance of these reasons.
         ___ They were former colonies of France.      ___ They are countries where Islam is the main religion. 
         ___ They are countries that have had or are having civil wars.     ___ They are former Communist countries.                    

4. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have large gaps between male and female literacy today.   Circle:  True  False 
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the ten countries on this map that have the largest literacy gaps.
            About how many of the ten have the following characteristics?  Be ready to discuss the importance of these reasons:
                     ___ They were former colonies of France.           ___ They are countries where Islam is the main religion.
                          ___ They are countries that had or are having civil wars.      ___ They are former Communist countries.

1. Which continent has the smallest gap between male and female literacy rates?       Circle:  Africa   Europe   South America
2. Which two regions have countries with the largest literacy gaps?   Circle:  South America   South Asia   Southeast Asia   Subsaharan Africa
3. Which Western Hemisphere country has the largest literacy gap?   Circle:  Colombia    Dominican Republic    Ecuador   Haiti    Mexico
4. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have low literacy rates today.   Circle:  True  False 
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

1. In which continent do countries generally have the highest male literacy rate?     Circle:  Africa    Europe    South America 
2. Which two regions have the lowest male literacy rate?    Circle:   South America     South Asia     Southeast Asia     Subsaharan Africa
3. What two countries on this map have the lowest literacy rate?   Circle:  Afghanistan    Australia    Mali    Mexico    South Africa
       Why do you think literacy is low there?

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the five countries on this map that have the lowest male literacy rates. 
       What (if anything) do these countries have in common?  Be ready to discuss the importance of these reasons.
             ___ They were former colonies of France.          ___ They are countries where more girls than boys go to school. 
               ___ They are countries that have had or are having civil wars.         ___ They are former Communist countries.                    

4. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have low literacy rates today.   Circle:  True  False 
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

1. In which continent do countries generally have the highest female literacy rate?     Circle:  Africa    Europe    South America 
2. Which two regions have the lowest female literacy rate?    Circle:  South America    South Asia    Southeast Asia    Subsaharan Africa
3. What country on this map has the lowest female literacy rate?   Circle:   Afghanistan      Australia        Mexico       South Africa
       Why do you think literacy is low there?

5. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the countries on this map that have female literacy rates below 60 percent. 
       What do these countries have in common?  Be ready to discuss the importance of each of these reasons.  
            ___ Male literacy rates in the countries also tend to be low.              
            ___ The gap between male and female literacy rates tends to be high.

4. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have low female literacy rates today.   Circle:  True  False 
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The literacy rate in a country is an indication of the opportunity that people have to go to school in that country.
Definition: the literacy rate is the percentage of adults who can read and write in the language they speak. 

1. In which continent do countries generally have the highest literacy rate?     Circle:  Africa    Europe    South America 
2. Which two world regions have countries with the lowest literacy rate?  Circle:  Southeast Asia    South Asia    Subsaharan Africa

5. History connection. Literacy rates in former colonies of European countries tend to be (circle):  Low   High   Some of both 

3. What country on this map has the lowest literacy rate?   Circle:   Afghanistan      Australia        Mexico       South Africa
       Why do you think literacy is low there?

6. Map comparison discussion question.  Find and circle the three countries on this map that have the lowest literacy rates. 
       What do these countries have in common?  Check all the answers you think are true, and explain why:   ___ low income per capita
              ___ small percentage of people working in agriculture        ___low life expectancy        ___ landlocked (no ocean coast or port)  

4. History connection. Countries like Russia, Poland, China, or Vietnam that had (or still have) Communist governments 
                                                  tend to have low literacy rates today.   Circle:  True  False 
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Recommended color sequences - darker is more

 World Map Title ________________________________  Name _________________


